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(TOGETHER WE CAN 
CHANGE THE WORLD)

As a citizen of Manchester since 2001, I felt such sadness at the 
recent attack that affected so many young people and families 
from my city. This is not the world we want young people to 
experience. Want to build a world that is positive for young people. 
We want them to be inspired to be able to dream. I was working 
away from home at the time, and felt compelled to pray and 
seek peace in the city. When I returned to Manchester, I saw the 
response of compassion and action, as local people found ways to 
change the way the world relates to each other. I very clearly felt 
that only love can drive out hate.

You may have heard this quote from Margaret Mead: “Never doubt 
that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the 
world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” There is much about 
the world we would like to see transformed and, like Margaret Mead, we 
recognise the need for community to bring about that change.

FYT is seeking to build a community of people who are committed 
to mutuality: actively supporting one another and working for each 
other’s good. We are committed to creating opportunities (such as the 
Gathering, page 5) for those people to encounter, listen to and learn 
from those who are very different from them, enabling them to explore 
different experiences and perspectives, to find wisdom in new places. 
We ask them to reflect on what they learn from others, from their work 
and their observations of the world around them, helping them to work 
more effectively with young people (page 6). Finally, we challenge them 
to discern God’s mission in their contexts, to apply what they have seen, 
heard and reflected and take new actions to bring 
God’s Kingdom in new ways and places (page 4). 

I believe love wins over hate, I believe in the 
Shalom of the Kingdom of God that can transform 
communities and I am so encouraged by the plans 
FYT has for the next few years to help deliver that 
change.
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INTRODUCING BEN 
Ben is the latest youth worker to join the 
AIMCommunity staff team, but he is far 
from new to the project. Richard Newland 
tells us more.

Ben was born on the Caribbean island of 
Saint Martin and lived there until he was about 
12 years old. He then moved to Bournemouth 
with his mum and sister. This 
was a big change and Ben found 
it difficult to find a sense of 
belonging in British culture. 

These struggles meant that 
Ben found it hard to engage in 
the education system. When he 
was in Year 10, he moved onto 
the Rockschool programme that 
AIMCommunity was running 
in his school. He created a 
band with 3 of his classmates, 
called “QuarterBlack”, who had 
a number of gigs. On leaving 
school in 2014, Ben joined 
AIM Arts Academy to further 
his studies in music and the 
music business, working towards Level 2 and 
3 qualifications. Over the last year, he has 

studied maths, English 
and a Youth Work 
qualification.

Now Ben has taken 
on a new role: Sessional Assistant within the 
AIMCommunity team. He assists courses in 
music and animation; works with pupils from 

local schools who participate in targeted 
programmes at AIMCentral; and supports young 
people through the AIM Starfish Mentoring 
programme. He is not only using the technical 
skills and knowledge he has learned through 
his time with AIM, but drawing on his own 
experiences of how finding somewhere to 
belong can help young people to find a sense 
of identity and hope. Through being a youth 
worker and a role model for younger people, 
Ben continues to learn and grow. In the future 
he would like to move into youth work as a full 
time role and use his knowledge and skills in the 
computer games industry. 

AIM’s goal is to help young 
people to find home, hope 
and wholeness. It has been an 
honour to walk with Ben as he 
finds these things for himself. 
It is a joy to watch him now, 
doing the same for others. 

Richard
Newland

NEW SEATING!

We’d like to thank Bernard Sunley 
Charitable Foundation for the grant 
they gave us to buy some tiered seating 
for AIM’s performance space. Doesn’t it 
look great?
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NIGEL PIMLOTT
FORMER FYT DEPUTY CEO

Michael was a true champion 
for young people in all he said, 

did and breathed. He was always 
a gentleman who empowered 
others to fulfil their belief in 

young people.

MICHAEL EASTMAN 
– A TRIBUTE
There is nothing new about FYT’s commitment to 
mutuality – it has been embedded into our work since 
the earliest days. Alastair Jones explains more as he pays 
tribute to Michael Eastman. 

When Michael Eastman sadly 
passed away on the 6th March 
this year, there were many 
joyous and poignant 
testimonies to his life and 
work, 30 years of which 
was as CEO of FYT, shaping 
and forming its shalom, 
Kingdom-shaped mission. 

Through his leadership, 
FYT became a community 
of support for youth workers 
around the UK. Pip Wilson, 
one such worker at the time, said: 
“FYT gathered beat up youth workers together for mutual 
support and inspiration... Michael led the small team 
at FYT, totally committed to supporting and rescuing 
workers working in tough contact – inner cities, council 
estates and urban priority areas around Great Britain. 
They/he was a life saver for me.”

I know from the vibrant discussions we have as a team 
that his legacy lives on. As we wrestle with how best to 
offer a place of home for youth workers who are pushing 
on the edges of Christian youth work; to enable the discovery 
of new approaches for young people to reflect theologically; to 
help those who feel beat up, we continue to pursue 
the cause Michael championed with such 
passion and determination. 

I am so grateful for all the many 
touching and insightful words that 
have been spoken in celebration 
of Michael’s life. They have 
inspired me and filled me with 
confidence as FYT continues 
into the future. They have 
helped me to better know the 
man for whom supporting youth 
workers around the UK became a 
way of life. 

Alastair
Jones

KIMBERLEY OLIVER
Michael was a real ‘Gentle 
Giant’ and pioneer on the 

Christian youth work front. A dear 
friend whom we shall miss greatly. 
His faith in Jesus undergirded all he 
was and did. He was an inspiration 

for so many of us. Thank you 
God for all he gave.

KEITH WHITE
FYT TRUSTEE

Michael saw that the 
Kingdom of God and FYT 

are not about statistics but 
about individual young 

people, loved in the 
name of Jesus.
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PIONEER YOUTH WORK
WITH THE LGBT COMMUNITY IN NORTHAMPTON
Matthew Willmott, known to his friends as 
Will, has been part of StreetSpace for about 
four years, joining as an individual member… 
but this year he has started on a journey to 
establish a club for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender (LGBT) young people. Will talks 
with John Wheatley about developing QSpace 
in Northampton. 

John: What’s your plan Will?
Will: To make a safe space for LGBT people 

to be in Northampton. The project was going 
to be youth focused - but it’s growing. Young 
people who are gay face all the same issues as 
young adults, and those who are older. We’ve 
found that for most LGBT people the biggest 
issue isn’t coming out, but finding somewhere 
to belong.

John: What have you been learning as you’ve 
set up this new club that you can share with us? 

Will: You need to mean what you say. We ran 
two focus group events to get started. When 
you say you are LGBT friendly, it usually means 
you’re welcoming of Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual 
people – but people who are Transgender are 
often forgotten about or excluded. We wanted to 
make sure everyone felt welcome. As a gesture, 
we asked everyone who came to wear a badge 

with their chosen pronoun 
(he, she, they or ze). It worked 
really well. The transgender young people who 
came felt really included and valued; and it 
helped overcome barriers. You have to make an 
effort to put your values into practice. 

John: How has being part of StreetSpace 
helped you get this new club going?

Will: It’s been really helpful having people 
who have the experience of setting up 
things to talk the idea through with. The 
StreetSpace team have given us loads of 
ideas around funding and recruitment. And 
having a community of like-minded people 
has provided loads of encouragement.

John: So what’s next for the QSpace team? 
What could we pray for?

Will: You could wish us well in our next 

steps. We’re looking for funding, which is always 
a slog. We’ve had two venues approach us to 
offer their space for free, but we need to settle 
on the right one that’ll 
be safe, welcoming and 
accessible for everyone. 

If you would like to know 
more about Will’s work, 
please contact us at info@
fyt.org.uk.

John
Wheatley

Will (second right) at Gathering 2017
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James
Ballantyne

PRIDE (IN THE WAYS OF LOVE)
James Ballantyne shares his reflections about 
attending the Gathering and what that has 
taught him about the FYT community.

In a quiet moment, before the final lunch and 
tidy up, I have started to put together these 
thoughts about the FYT StreetSpace Gathering.  
If I have some overriding feelings about what 
happened this weekend,  the main one has 
been pride. A pride about being part of this 
community and this weekend. 

Pride that conversations have been 
risk-taking and not afraid to navigate 
difficult issues, like young people, faith and 
transgender change, like counter religious 
cultural discipleship. Pride that conversations 
about inclusivity weren’t a token gesture, 
but represented the fact that many of us are 
working to create cultures of inclusivity in 
our practice. It’s part of who we are and our 
ongoing struggle, wrestling with inclusivity and 
faith in local Christian contexts.

Pride, that in a competitive moment, where 

£1000 was up for grabs for individuals or 
projects to improve the community, the top 
two projects sought first to extend how we 
might love young people. Loving young people 
comes first, it’s FYT’s D.N.A. Acting in love 
towards young people is a risk-taking exercise, 
that dissolves barriers and positions itself 
vulnerably. Love doesn’t think about inclusivity. 
It can only be inclusive.

Pride in visiting a skate park and seeing the 
effects of long term involvement, in hearing 
first hand young people say, “We love that our 
youth worker cares for us”. Just love in action.

Pride that the FYT StreetSpace community is 
sustained by gifts. The weekend itself was paid 
for by gifts and donations of food, yet there was 
still some left over. Sharing. Gifts. Embodied in 
a weekend, an extension of 
every day in every project.

Pride in the ways of love 
– that was FYT StreetSpace 
Gathering 2017.

(Reproduced with James’ permission, edited from the original –
jamesballantyneyouthworker.wordpress.com/2017/06/03/pride-in-the-ways-of-love-fyt-streetspace-gathering-2017)
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FYT TRAINING
OK Club has been involved with FYT from 
our early days. Stuart McTurk, Children’s and 
Youth Worker for Oxford Kilburn Youth Trust, 
gives us a flavour of what it’s been like for 
them working with FYT more recently.

We have really enjoyed having Debbie from 
FYT come alongside us and lead training for 
our team. She’s like one of the family! One 
of Debbie’s many gifts is that she delivers 
her training in an exciting and engaging way, 
through personal experience and solid research. 
One example is how she reflects back team 
members’ individual concerns to help them 
process and understand youth engagement 
methods, focusing especially during some of the 
major changes we have gone through over the 
past year. 

I’ve had the opportunity to also assist in 
developing some of the teaching material and 
co-lead under her guidance, which has the 
added bonus of enabling me to further my own 
professional development. On top of this, it has 
allowed us to specifically address, identify and 

incorporate areas of training 
which relate to the many real 
life scenarios we encounter as a 
team in our face-to-face youth 
work. Some of the topics that we have touched 
upon, such as ‘Creating Learning Opportunities’ 
and ‘Empowerment and Participation of Young 
People’, have really engaged our team to further 
develop our programme and think about the 
impact we make with our young people here 
at the Oxford Kilburn Youth Trust. One area 
which we really appreciated help with was 
understanding, developing, and re-evaluating 
our monitoring and evaluation of 
young people’s growth in our sessions. 
Since then we have a now developed 
an easy to use 6 step process that 
allows us to also creatively engage our 
young people through the use of our 
mural (see picture right). We really 
value the support FYT has given us 
over our transition period, and look 
forward to a continued relationship. 

FYT PATRON’S EVENT
Earlier this year, our Patron Rt Hon Stephen 
Timms MP hosted a celebration of FYT at the 
Palace of Westminster.

Supporters from around the country were 
welcomed to the Houses of Parliament by 
Stephen, who shared how he had been influenced 
by one of FYT’s key thinkers and theologians, 
Jim Punton and how he has both followed FYT’s 
work in the past and visited FYT projects recently. 
Youth workers and young people from the 
StreetSpace community and AIMCommunity 
talked about the work they are involved in and 
their experience of being part of FYT. 

Alastair Jones set out the vision for FYT’s 
next season, as we seek to be a home for 
youth workers where they find inspiration 
and resources to think creatively and work on 
the edge with young people. We closed with a 

time of prayer for the 
work across FYT which 
currently covers England, 
Scotland and Wales. 
It was wonderful that 
supporters, trustees 
and other valued guests 
were able to pray in the 
heart of government. 

Since the event, both 
Parliament and the country have experienced 
the unexpected General Election and the 
resulting uncertainty. We ask that you continue 
to pray with us as we pursue our vision for the 
future in the midst of the unknown. Thank you 
all for making our mission possible and helping 
to bring the Kingdom closer in the lives of young 
people at risk.
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Thank you to those of you who pray regularly 
for FYT. The ‘cut-out-and-keep’ weekly diary 
below highlights some of the areas where we 
would really value your prayers.

PRAYER DIARY

SUNDAY
Please give thanks for the FYT StreetSpace 
community – the network of youth workers who 
support one another in the endeavour to pursue a 
world that it better for young people.

MONDAY
Various members of the team have been suffering 
with significant health problems recently. Please 
pray for clear diagnoses and speedy recoveries.

TUESDAY
We are working to raise the profile of what we do 
and to recruit new supporters and donors. Please 
pray that we will direct our energies wisely and 
generate the income we need to do what we feel 
called to do.

WEDNESDAY
As you will read on page 8, Alastair Jones (CEO) 
will be leaving FYT this summer. Please join with 
trustees and staff as we seek God’s will for our 
future. 

THURSDAY
As we approach the end of another school year, 
please pray for the pupils of AIM Arts Academy, 
that they will find the right courses, programmes 
or jobs and take their next steps with confidence 
and hope.

FRIDAY
Please pray for our trustees, as they work together 
during a time of organisational change and seek to 
recruit new board members.

SATURDAY
In this time of political upheaval and uncertainty, 
please join us in praying that the common good 
and the well-being of the least will be prioritised in 
the decisions made by UK and world leaders.

Please pray and give thanks for:

MAKE YOUR DONATION 25% 
BIGGER! SIGN UP TO GIFT AID!
If you are a UK taxpayer, the government will 
give us the tax you have paid on all donations 
you make to FYT. This really adds up. 

If you are giving £10 each month, your total 
donation increases from £120 over the year to 
£150! In order for us to claim Gift Aid on your 
donations, all you need to do is provide us with 
your title, full name, address and postcode, 
sign the declaration and tick the boxes to 
confirm whether or not you have paid tax 
in the past 4 years and whether you will be 
paying tax in the future. 

Obviously, as time passes, people move 
home or other circumstances change, so we 
have recently been trying to collect up-to-
date Gift Aid forms from our supporters. It’s 
important that they show the correct personal 
details and the current Gift Aid declaration. 
If you are a UK taxpayer and you haven’t 
sent us a new form within the last year, you 

would really be 
helping us out 
by returning the 
form enclosed. 
Thanks very 
much for your 
help and for 
your generous 
support! 
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FOR REGULAR NEWS AND UPDATES:

Frontier Youth Trust is a company limited by guarantee. Company no. 3264908. Charity no. 1059328 and in Scotland SC043239

CONTACT:
Frontier Youth Trust
434 Forest Road 
Walthamstow
London E17 4PY

Office: 0121 771 2328

Email: info@fyt.org.uk

Follow us on @FYTtweets (we like to follow supporters back)

And check the Website: www.fyt.org.uk

Like us on Facebook: fb.me/frontieryouthtrust

SNIPPETS

MAY WE VISIT?
We love to hear from and spend time with 
our supporters. If you would like to have 
a visit from FYT, please get in touch. We’d 
be thrilled to visit your church, home 
group or lunch club to talk about who we 
are and what we do – and to put faces 
to the names of people who support us 
so faithfully. If you think you might be 
interested in this, please drop us an email 
or give us a call and we’ll chat through 
the best option for you. (Find our contact 
information at the bottom of the page.)

MESSAGE FROM 
THE TRUSTEES
The Board of Trustees 
have announced that 
Alastair Jones has 
decided to leave his 
position as CEO of FYT 
after 5 years in post. 
He is so thankful for his time as part of the 
FYT community and looks forward to 
continuing links in the future. The Board 
are currently working with the FYT staff 
team to assess the leadership structure 
of the organisation. Further updates will 
be made public as the process continues. 
We thank Alastair for his leadership of and 
commitment to FYT during his tenure.

FAREWELL TO KAY
Kay Gascoigne, who has been 
the FYT team administrator 
for the last 2 years, has 
decided to move on. She will 
be joining a property lettings 
company with a much 
shorter commute! Many of 
you will have had contact 
with Kay and will know how 
friendly and helpful she is. We will miss 
her patience, her positive attitude and her 
warm smile. All the best, Kay!

WE ARE MOVING!
We have decided that the time is right 
to relocate the FYT office. Our office has 
been in Birmingham for a number of 
years, but the location has become less 
practical as our staffing 
arrangements have 
changed. From July, we 
will have a new office 
in the Walthamstow 
Salvation Army 
building. You can find 
our new address below. 
Our phone number will 
remain the same. (Donations and Giving 
Forms sent to our old address will reach 
us. Our post is all being redirected.)
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