The Graham Leavers Memorial Trust

Around one third of UK
families don’t experience the
positive effects of a holiday
away from home

Helping young people at risk to
have a holiday

There are so many young people in our country whose
home circumstances are deprived and depressing: people
who are victims of unemployment, inner-city poverty,
marriage breakdowns, child abuse. Some have parents
who are alcoholics or in prison.

The Graham Leavers Memorial Trust, together with Philip’s
Fund, exist to help young people such as these to get

a break from this background and to experience the fun
and challenge of attending a Christian residential activity
- free of charge, or on a subsidised basis.

Who can get help?

The Trust makes grants to young people from the

UK, aged seven to nineteen years-of-age, who are
experiencing financial or social needs or deprivation,
and who are in touch with a Christian youth group or

a Christian youth worker. This ensures that those who
benefit from the grants will receive continuing care
from a supportive Christian group in the home situation.
The Trust helps around 100 young people each year.

Where can young people go?

Youngsters have enjoyed and benefited from
action-packed Christian residential activities run by
organisations including Fellowship Afloat, Frontier Youth
Trust, Carroty Wood, Scripture Union and the YMCA,

as well as those run by local churches.

Applications for support

An application to the Trust must come from a youth
leader, or equivalent, on behalf of a young person who
would benefit from a residential experience and who
has a clear indication of social deprivation and financial
need. Once a need has been recognised and a suitable
Christian residential activity planned, the youth leader,
or equivalent, should complete an Application Form

and forward it to the secretary of the Trust. Please see
overleaf for further details.

Funding and feedback

If financial assistance is granted, payment will be
made by the Trust on receipt of a confirmation of
attendance, immediately following the activity.

The Trustees also request that a short report be
prepared, setting out brief details of the activity and
the recipient’s response to the experience.

How the Trust is maintained

The Trust relies on supporters for the
essential financial help and prayer support
to keep it going. You can help us enable more
young people to have a break away: just a
little money donated regularly (for example,
£5 per month for a year) provides a weekend
break for a young person. Support can be given
through Gift Aid, and the Trust's terms allow for
additional gifts in the form of legacies, property

or shares.

Background to the Trust

Graham Leavers, who died in 1978, had a life-long
concern for young people, springing from his deep
commitment to Jesus Christ as Lord. His own extended
family and open home formed the base. He was actively
involved in Crusaders, West Runton Camps and Bishop’s
Stortford Baptist Church where he pioneered the King's
Arms Youth Centre, using a converted pub, Graham was
founder chairman of the Eastern Region Frontier Youth
Trust (FYT) and for the last two years of his life was FYT's
first Southern Field Officer. His primary interest was to
share Christ with marginalised young people, and to this
he gave himself unsparingly. Graham lived to God’s glory,
and to meet the needs of young people. To these ends
the Graham Leavers Memorial Trust was founded in 1979.

In recent years, the scope of the Trust has been
broadened to include younger children, through a
merger with Philip’s Fund. Mike and Kath Coulson’s son
Philip died in 1994 aged seven and a fund was set up
to enable children between seven and ten to enjoy a
Christian residential experience.



